
Minutes of the 

2016 Illinois Geographical Society Business Meeting 

New Trier High School, Northfield Campus, Northfield, IL 60093 

April 30, 2016 

Call to order and Welcome (Cornebise) 

President Michael Cornebise called the meeting to order at 11:42 AM 

Approval of Minutes from 2015 Business Meeting in Bloomington 

Minutes from the 2015 Business Meeting on May 2, 2015 were reviewed. Motion to approve the 
minutes was asked for by President Cornebise. (Chris Sutton so moved, Susan Holderread 
seconded) Passed unanimously 

Executive Council Meeting Summary (Goodwin) 

Secretary Nick Goodwin ran through the motions passed at the 2016 Executive Council Meeting. 
Goodwin then discussed terms of board members who were due to expire this year, as well as 
vacancies on the council.  

Central Office Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported that the Central Office is looking into membership renewals and will 
be following up on that. IGS currently has 61 lifetime members. Brent Crain was the recipient of 
the Len Hodgman life-membership award at the 2016 Annual Meeting. In total, there are over 
180 members in the IGS.  

Field Experiences Report (Holderread for Kubal) 

Nine participants attended the field trip on Thursday and 18 are signed up for the Sunday field 
trip. Future field trips are being planned for the summer and fall by Joe Kubal. 

Treasurer Report (Ealey) 

Len Ealey reported the IGS was in pretty good financial shape overall. The handout Len 
distributed was for the period since Len had taken over as treasurer. Ealey said that the IGS has 
received a fantastic amount of donations for grants. He noted that field days are also assisted by 
donations. 7 people had applied for grants this year and 4 were awarded which were seen in the 
Saturday morning presentations today. This is the third year for the research grants. 

 

 



Audit Report (Resutko) 

Larry Resutko and Mary Ann Hanlin met with Len last month to look over books. The treasury 
looked good. Motion to accept report asked for by President Cornebise (Sutton, Thomas 
seconded) Passed Unanimously 

Illinois Geographer Report (Thomas) 

Jill Thomas reported that a cultural edition is coming for the Illinois Geographer. Jill said to let 
her know if you have not received the most recent issue. If anyone else is interested in having 
their research published, let Jill know. Jill expressed thanks to Chris Sutton as cartographer and 
Keith Scully as book review editor for the Illinois Geographer. 

IGA Report (Thomas for Kostelnick) 

The IGA has developed some new sub-committees. Anyone wanting to join any of these is 
welcome to. Illinois Bicentennial is in 2018 and Illinois Alliance will have some affiliation with 
that. The Illinois on-line atlas is up and running and we saw it first hand in the presentation from 
this morning at the IGS Conference.  

Report from 2016 Annual Meeting Chair (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported 30 were registered for field trip, but a few were unable to attend. 
Holderread thought it was a nice day. She had 54 signed up for the Friday banquet, 35 for paper 
presentations and 21 for luncheon. There were 7 present at the first roundtable summit centering 
on discussions of geography/education by chairpersons from different institutions across the 
state. Chris Sutton thought it was a good first time happening and he was happy with how it 
went. He emphasized the point of it was how we can move forward in having conversations 
about education. This event is planned for future meetings. A lot of this conversation focused on 
budget at universities and how to promote departments. A couple folks came to the Annual 
Meeting just to attend the summit. Norm Moline mentioned about the possibility of scheduling 
the summit at a time other than during the presentations. He understood that it was hard to find a 
time to schedule it during the weekend. He emphasized it was nice to have chairpersons in the 
audience to watch students give presentations. He also said this gives a bigger audience for the 
presentation as well. An idea of having a breakfast for the roundtable discussion before the 
presentations was brought up for future meetings. 

Invitation to the 2017 Meeting (Cornebise) 

April 27-29, 2017, is the date for next year’s Annual Meeting at Champaign-Urbana. This is the 
first time since 1994 that the meeting has been held in Champaign. He has been coordinating 
with Terry Harshbarger in preparing for the meeting. He’s also been talking with Bruce Hannon 
who has published in the Illinois Geographer on sense of place. Cornebise outlined the field trip 



on Friday. John Jakel is also a possible keynote speaker for the banquet. The Hilton Garden Inn 
is the proposed hotel which is a nice location, but a bit pricy according to Cornebise. 

2018 and 2019 future sites for meetings 

The 2018 Annual Meeting is looking to be somewhere close to the St. Louis area in the metro-
east area of Illinois. 

Constitution Revisions (Cornebise) 

Cornebise outlined new possible positions on the board. He talked about eliminating the NCGE 
Representative and replacing with a retired geographer member. Cornebise also talked about 
creating a 4 year college representative which would include duties of selection and awards at 
the banquet. The ILGISA Rep would also be on the Executive Council as well. President 
Cornebise ran through revisions that have been made in the constitution of the IGS. Motion to 
approve changes to constitution by Cornebise (Norm Moline, Sublett seconded it) Passed 
Unanimously. Judy Bock was a bit sad to see the NCGE representative from the board being 
removed. Mike Sublett noted that turnout at the NCGE breakfast has lowered significantly and 
he emphasized that NCGE has shifted its focus to the alliances rather than the state associations 
such as the IGS. 

Council Member Terms were outlined and are listed below 

President (Cornebise) ‘17 

Vice president (Sutton) ‘17 

Secretary (Goodwin) ‘18 

Treasurer (Ealey) ‘19 elected at 2016 Business Meeting 

Illinois Geographer (Thomas) ’19 renewal  

ILGISA- Carmen Maso ‘19 

Retired Geographer (Sublett) ’19 

2 year college member (Liles) ’19  

4 year college member- pending, announcement to come 

Secondary Member/Immediate past president (Suess) ‘18 

Elementary Education Member (Smith)’19- renewal  

Illinois Geographic Alliance Coordinator (Kostelnick) ‘18 



Central Office Director (Holderread) ’19- renewal 

Applied Geographer (Kubal) ’19- renewal 

Len Ealey has agreed to stay on as treasurer. Cornebise asked for a motion to approve Len as 
treasurer (Sutton, Smith seconded) Unanimously passed. 

New Business 

The Chicago waterways trip was brought up by Norm Moline, stating that the boat is only 
available 4 Sundays in September. He stated this may be a joint effort between the IGS and two 
other groups. Moline also mentioned the Upper Mississippi River conference in the Quad cities 
and talking about the IGS interest in that conference. He mentioned it is more than just physical 
geography. Judy Bock was asking about why some students who received awards were not at the 
paper sessions because she thought that it was required by award recipients to present a paper. 
That is not the case. Students have been encouraged to participate outside of the banquet even if 
they are just receiving an award.  

Motion to adjourn (Thomas, Holderread seconded) unanimously passed- adjourned at 
12:37 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Nick Goodwin 

 

 

 


