
Minutes of the 

2016 Illinois Geographical Society Executive Council Meeting 

Evanston, IL 

April 28, 2016 

Meeting was called to order at 7:20 PM by President Michael Cornebise 

Members present: Ani Thompson Smith, Susan Holderread, Chris Sutton, Jill Thomas, Mike 
Sublett, Michael Cornebise, Len Ealey, and Nick Goodwin 

Approval of Minutes from previous Executive Council Meeting: Minutes from the Executive 
Council Meeting of April 30, 2015, in Bloomington were reviewed. Cornebise requested to 
have minutes from the 2015 IGS Exec Council Meeting approved- Sutton moved and Smith 
seconded. (Passed unanimously) 

Approval of Minutes from 2015 Fall Work Session: Minutes from the November 7, 2015 Fall 
Work Session were reviewed. Corenebise asked to have minutes approved from the 2015 Fall 
Work Session Sutton moved, Thomas seconded. (Passed unanimously) 

2015 Annual Meeting Final Report (Sublett) 

Mike Sublett reported on the 2015 Annual Meeting and reported he was happy with the turnout 
at the Annual Meeting. He was very happy with the amount of folks who participated in helping 
with the meeting (van drivers, volunteers, etc.) He enjoyed planning the meeting and said it was 
a very busy time leading up to the meeting in planning it. Meeting generated $1604.70 for IGS 
treasury. 

2016 Annual Meeting Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported that around 30 people were signed up for the field trip, 54 for the 
Friday banquet and 21 for the Saturday luncheon. She reported cost was a bit higher for this 
Annual Meeting as opposed to other locations due to the geographic location of the meeting 
being Chicago. The field trip is set to depart from the Hampton Inn with stops at the Skokie 
Lagoons, North Shore, the Bahai Temple, and then a brief stop to pick up lunch. Following 
lunch, the next stop is the Botanical gardens with option to take the tram or walk to the plant 
science center, and then to Temperance Brewing Company to end the field trip. She reported 
there were eight papers for Saturday. Also, seven different college reps from six institutions 
around the state will be present for a roundtable discussion on geography. Chris Sutton came up 
with the idea and stated he was looking forward to it. This is the first year for the roundtable 
discussion and it is planned again for the future.  

 



2017 Annual Meeting Discussion (Cornebise) 

President Cornebise talked about 2017 Annual Meeting which is going to be in Champaign-
Urbana. He says he is optimistic about getting the Hilton Garden Inn for the hotel next year and 
that staff there seems to be very willing to work with IGS. He also discussed different people 
who are going to be involved in the meeting (speakers, etc.) He noted Bruce Hannon was going 
to be involved who has published in Illinois Geographer on “sense of place.” Cornebise also 
noted about the possibility of participating in the geo-visualization lab at the ISGS which he said 
is a neat thing to do. Corenebise noted that Hannon is tentatively set to be the Friday banquet 
keynote speaker and John Jakle as speaker for the Saturday luncheon. The note at the bottom of 
the page with tentative plans for the 2017 meeting with the conflict with the 2017 Illinois 
Marathon can be ignored. Mike Sublett and Jill Thomas are both optimistic about the 2017 
Annual Meeting. Potential sites were discussed for the 2018 and even the 2019 Annual Meeting 
locations. A couple of gaps were spotted on the map in the Illinois Geographer depicting 
previous meeting locations. The gaps are potential ideas of areas to go for the ’18 and ’19 
meetings. The 2018 location is likely to be in the metro-east area, as it has been several years 
since a meeting has been held there. 

Illinois Geographer Report (Thomas) 

Jill Thomas thanked Susan for her last minute person (Jim Marran) who recently contributed to 
the Illinois Geographer. She thought we were caught up on book reviews pretty well. She added 
a field days section to the Illinois Geographer and also the award winners from the Friday 
banquet at the end. Discussion was had about Len Hodgman wanting to have the Len Hodgman 
life-membership award recipient displayed in the Illinois Geographer. Talk ensued about having 
the previous award winner announce the award winner at the Friday banquet. Council members 
should keep eyes and ears open throughout the weekend for who to pick for the Len Hodgman 
life-memebership award recipient. Brent Crain’s name was thrown around as the tentative choice 
for the award. Thomas also reported Joe Kubal is doing a report on cultural topics for the Illinois 
Geographer and that he is having some issues with his sources on who are producing the article. 
Any people with ideas for future issues of the Illinois Geographer should let Jill know. Students 
are welcome to participate as well (paper abstracts).  

Illinois Geographic Alliance Update (Thomas) 

Jill Thomas talked about the Illinois Geographic Alliance and distributed a handout on it. 10 
percent of the budget for next fiscal year is to be used on the walkable map. The map is hoped to 
be brought to the 2017 IGS Meeting. Mike Sublett noted he has been in contact with a man in 
southern Illinois who has done paintings of US maps various schools. He has gone back to re-
paint some of them. He is an 80 year old retiree who has done over 300 paintings at different 
schools across the state. Questions for the alliance should be directed to John Kostelnick. The 
annual Geography Bee came up and the money going towards it/funding it was discussed. Smith 



motioned to allocate $500 for the Geography Bee, Sublett seconded the motion. (Passed 
unanimously) 

Community College Student Awards (Holderread for Mormino) 

Susan Holderread reported that there was one nominee from College of DuPage for the 
community college student awards. Veronica Mormino is the 2 year community college rep 
currently on the council. Discussion was had regarding her lack of presence at multiple events in 
the past with IGS. 

Treasurer Report (Ealey) 

Len Ealey talked about state of money/revenue/expenses with the IGS. Holderread noted that 
donations toward this meeting was around $700. He discussed a break-down of revenue by 
category on a handout he provided. He said the ACH Transaction is a new item. Ealey noted that 
we were down a little bit this year, but said the numbers overall were not bad. He noted we had 
more student awards this year. He also noted we had a total of 4 research grants this year. Ealey 
expressed his appreciation to Susan for her notes and that it makes the treasury process much 
easier to understand.  

Audit Committee Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported that the audit committee report had reviewed the treasury and found it 
in good standing. 

Field Days Report (Holderread for Kubal)  

Susan Holderread stated that approximately 10 people went on the Thursday field trip and that a 
few more were expected for the field trip on Sunday. Sutton noted that we should thank Joe 
Kubal for all he does with the field experiences.  

Central office report (Holderread) 

 Holderread noted that IGS has 90 plus people who are due for renewal memberships and  that 
we so far have received a low amount of 24 responses. Sutton suggested reaching out to lifetime 
members in particular about renewal notices. Jill Thomas recommend sending out post cards to 
people who need to re-new memberships. Jill mentioned she has a mailing list for members. 
Holderread noted that a few members have passed away. She will continue to work on 
membership numbers and reach out to people we have not heard from in a while. 

Other Business 

a. Council terms: Susan outlined her records of whose terms are up and when they are up. Susan, 
Len, Jill, and Ani are all up. Talks about replacements for Veronica Mormino were discussed- 
she has not showed up in the past very much. The IGS is also looking into Ty Liles to potentially 



replace Veronica as the two year community-college member. Talks were had and agreed about 
waning to retain Joe Kubal as the applied geographer. Ani is willing to stay (Elementary 
Member) on as well. Ani and Ty are at large member per the IGS Constitution. Ty (pending 2 
year community college member), Joe(applied geographer) and Ani(Elementary member) would 
be appointed by Cornebise and would be 3 members on the executive council. Ani has agreed to 
be appointed, Joe has a strong interest, and Ty needs to be spoken to regarding his interest. 
Council vacancies open are the Illinois Geographer editor and Central Office Director. Ealey 
made a motion to appoint Holderread to central office director. Thomas seconded. (Passed 
Unanimously) Sutton motioned to make Jill the editor, Ealey seconded it. (Passed 
Unanimously) 

Other Vacancies: There is also a 4 year college member rep, retired geographer, (Sublett), and 
ILGISA rep (Carmen Maso may be a good fit) vacancies. Kerry Doyle, Stacey Brown (SIUE), 
and Sidell were people mentioned for the 4 year college member rep.  

b. Constitution Changes: Discussions of changes will be held at the 2016 IGS Business 
Meeting. It will be on the agenda for it and a call to motion will be made at the meeting. ILGISA 
and 4 year member are at large members and are nominated by president 

Meeting adjourned at 9:34 Sutton moved, Thomas seconded (Passed Unanimously) 

Respectfully submitted, Nick Goodwin 

 

 

 

 


