
Minutes of the  

2017 Illinois Geographical Society Executive Council Meeting 

Champaign-Urbana, Illinois 

April 27, 2017 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by President Michael Cornebise.  

Members present: Mike Sublett, John Kostelnick, Michael Cornebise, Ty Liles, Joe Kubal, Ani 

Thompson Smith, Susan Holderread, Carmen Maso, Chris Sutton, Len Ealey, Jill Thomas, and 

Nick Goodwin 

Approval of Minutes from previous Executive Council Meeting: Minutes from the Executive 

Council Meeting of April 28, 2016, in Evanston were reviewed. Cornebise requested to have 

minutes from the 2016 IGS Executive Council Meeting approved- Sutton Moved, Holderread 

seconded. (Passed Unanimously) 

2016 Annual Meeting Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported on the 2016 Annual Meeting held in Northfield area. She noted the 

costs of the event in the Northshore were significant. She said she would have done a different 

caterer for the banquet if she could have done anything differently. She also said to look for 

cheaper lunch options for the field trip in the future. Ty Liles noted that being in Northfield you 

are not in a cheap part of the state, which Mike Sublett agreed with. Sublett emphasized that 

people would likely not be surprised at higher prices for meals being in the Chicagoland area. 

The total cost of the meeting was $5,328.53. Sublett moved to approve the report, Thomas 

seconded. (Passed Unanimously) 

2017 Annual Meeting Report (Cornebise) 

Michael Cornebise stated that there were nine papers and nine posters for Saturday morning. Of 

the papers, six are student presenters. Cornebise reported that 75 are attending the meeting. Ten 

award winners are attending, 53 are attending the banquet and 28 are going on the field trip 

which is a bit lower than usual. A total of 21 are attending the Saturday luncheon. He received 

$485 in donations to support research awards this year. Cornebise reported that there was 

$4,375.00 total on receipts right now for the meeting. Bruce Hannon is leading the morning 

portion of the field trip. Ivesdale and Allerton Park will highlight stops. The mansion library at 

Allerton Park will be the lunch location. The afternoon portion of the field trip will be in 

Champaign-Urbana and former Champaign mayor Dannel McCullom ,who is a geographer, will 

be leading it. He will be talking about economic development in downtown Champaign. Bruce 

Hannon will be the keynote speaker highlighting wetlands in Champaign County and how 

they’ve changed over time at the Friday night banquet. Bruce Rhodes will be the Saturday 

luncheon speaker talking about drainage and geomorphology. Cornebise is optimistic about the 

field trip and weekend as a whole and thought the bus would be nice for the field trip. 



Comparing numbers with this meeting and last years are close in numbers, but are down in terms 

compared to the 2015 meeting Bloomington-Normal. Cornebise noted there is some participation 

from UIUC at this meeting. He noted that the presentations were good to have on campus to 

include a sense of campus in the meeting and that the Starbucks worked well for the Chairs 

Roundtable Summit. Len Ealey noted a shuttle was available for travelling to the campus for 

presentations. Mike Sublett likes the idea of keeping the Chairs Roundtable discussion as part of 

the Annual Meeting. 

2018 Annual Meeting Discussion (Liles) 

Ty Liles is co-organizing the 2018 Annual Meeting with Stacey Brown, who is not attending this 

year because she is on maternity leave. Having had an interest in that area of the state, Ty wanted 

to do a meeting there. The focus will be on the bend in the Mississippi River. It is going to be 

hosted by Edwardsville (SIUE). There will be a post field trip on Saturday led by Ty and then a 

field trip on Sunday morning as well. Ty wants to notify the colleges closer to the St. Louis area 

and in southern Illinois and have them especially involved since they are closer to the meeting 

location. Dates of the meeting are April 26-28, 2018. Ty has enjoyed the planning the 2018 

Annual Meeting thus far. 

2019 and beyond meeting site discussion  

A potential meeting was discussed in Robinson or Vincennes, Indiana, area for 2019. Nick 

Goodwin and Len Ealey have been in conversation about a meeting there. A question came up 

about whether or not to go southeast after going to Edwardsville for the 2018 Annual Meeting. 

Ani Smith proposed the idea of Galena and Jill Thomas mentioned Dixon as well. Sutton also 

threw out the idea of DeKalb as well. Talking about a joint meeting with Indiana and other states 

in the future was also briefly discussed. The 2019 planned site for the meeting is Galena (a 

possible joint meeting with Iowa) and the 2020 planned site is Robinson/Vincennes. Further 

down the road ideas are as follows: 2021-DeKalb and 2022-Effingham. John Kostelnick 

emphasized the lack of geography departments in Iowa colleges including Iowa State in-regards 

to a joint meeting with Iowa. People are not opposed to having accommodations out of state for 

certain meetings such as the 2020 Meeting. Jill Thomas noted that including sites of the field trip 

on the website or a potential map series would be a way to get people excited about coming to 

the annual meeting.  

Community College Student Awards (Liles) 

Four of five award winners will be in attendance. Three are from Lincoln Land Community 

College, and two are up by Ty Liles school in Chicago. One of the award winners is presenting a 

poster.  

Stacey Brown put together a slideshow of award winners from the four-year schools. But some 

technology issues came into play, which Chris Sutton is looking into. Mike Sublett noted Brown 

did a nice job. There are ten award winners from the four-year schools. Six of the ten four-year 

award winners are to be present. Liles noted as the school years come-to-an-end it can be harder 

to make these commitments to be at the annual meeting to receive the award. Chris Sutton noted 



that the IGS has been in close conjunction with other conferences in the past (AAG, NCGE). 

Sutton will be in touch with Brown about when to organize and send out awards.  

Illinois Geographer Report (Thomas) 

Jill Thomas thanked Joe Kubal for a great job for the Illinois Geographer (IG) on the recent 

Cultural Geography special edition. Kubal has another IG in the works, dealing with physical 

geography. Thomas is a bit behind on the next issue with revisions by both authors and 

reviewers. Thomas is hoping to catch up on this after the meeting. She is always looking for 

more authors. She thanked John Kostelnick for the study he did with his students that was 

published in the journal. The issue on cultural geography was in high demand. Thomas reported 

Sutton has agreed to do an upcoming map series in a non-special isuue of the IG. Sutton wants 

faculty to know to let their students know they have an opportunity to get published if they are 

looking to get something published. Thomas is willing to accept short articles as well for the IG. 

Sublett pointed out that one of the recent IG was perfectly bound as opposed to being stapled 

together. Stapled is cheaper, but the fully bound looks better. Illinois State University is the 

current printer for the IG. 

Treasurer Report (Ealey) 

Len Ealey gave a report on finances of the IGS and stated that three accounts exist currently. He 

stated that the IGS is down $4400.00 from this time last year but nothing to panic about. The 

budget is listed by item. There is missing revenue from the budget from the 2017 meeting that 

was decided to be held on to for the time being and is not listed in the current budget. A round of 

membership is also not included in there. Mike Sublett noted that the person who donates 

lifetime membership gifts to students wants to donate more and suggested that Ealey to get in 

contact with that person.  

Audit Committee Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported Len had met with Larry Resutko and Mary Ann Hanlin for the audit. 

They found the IGS financial records to be in order, and up-to date. Ealey talked of potentially 

moving the audit to March of next year. 

Field Days Report (Kubal)  

Joe Kubal gave a report on the field days experiences. He reported a winter field excursion was 

cancelled in the Quad Cities due to a low number of sign-ups. Kubal says these tend to be 

scheduled when people are free and available. Christ Sutton noted to add items such as NCGE 

and Geography Bee to the website so people would know when field experiences would be 

scheduled. A Sprinfield field excursion will be happening on May 20 and 21 with 18 people 

signed up currently. They are taking the train to Springfield, from Chicago area, and doing a 

walking tour of Springfield. Talks will also focus on the rails and trails program. Pre-meeting 

field trip happened today but it was not highly attended. Post-meeting field trip he has 6 or 7 

people scheduled with more spots still open. Keith Yearman and Joe are brainstorming ideas for 

the summer. Liles noted the pre-meeting field trip he went to today was an enjoyable experience. 



 

Central Office Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread reported membership numbers are at 45 regular members, 20 institutional 

members, 66 life members, and 2 student members. The online option for doing things has been 

effective. Sublett has coordinated with EBSCO so people can have more ties to the IGS journal. 

A 2016 edition of the Illinois Geographer has been uploaded and should be available soon. The 

idea with EBSCO is that the Illinois Geographer will now be searchable, like so many other 

journals are. The Len Hodgman life-membership award got a mix-up in address for last-years 

life membership award winner Brent Crain. Nick Goodwin will reach out to him to get his 

address. This recipient idea for the 2017 meeting is: Earle Isibue. He was a Womack award 

winner previously, and is one of this year’s outstanding senior award winner. He is co-presenting 

and is a student at Northern Illinois University 

Holderread suggested that IGS purchas and use a square credit card reader that plugs into a 

phone or I-PAD at the annual meeting. Sutton moved to acquire a credit card reader for on-

site registration, Smith seconded. (passed unanimously) 

In terms of the IGS website, Mike Sublett asked if comments in-regards-to improving the 

website were welcomed. Looking at the website, the text is kind of small, Jill Thomas noted. 

Holderread is also going to look into making sure the old website eventually disappears as 

people have run into issues where they find the old website rather than the new one. 

Other business 

Chris Sutton will become the new President which opened-up the Vice President (VP) position 

on the Executive Council. Thomas Pingel’s name came up as a potential idea. Len Ealey 

mentioned Larry Resutko as a possible idea; Sublett noted he was the Elementary Ed. Rep in the 

past. The idea of getting people from NIU is a positive, but the committee agreed that the VP is 

an important position and that the potential candidate should be carefully considered. Sutton 

noted that the idea of new people is also good so that the committee is not having the same 

people serving in the major positions repeatedly. Potential ideas and candidates were talked 

about for people to fill in for the VP role. Cornebise came up with Ani Smith as a potential idea 

for VP. Chris Sutton brought up the idea of having current current members sponsor potential 

memberships. Sutton suggested trying to reach out to more colleagues in general and promoting 

the IGS and getting them involved. The current member would pay for the person they are 

sponsoring for their first year. Thomas made motion for Ani Smith to be VP, Maso seconded. 

(vote goes to Business Meeting) A Challenge was established to life members and the executive 

council members to sponsor an IGS member for their first year. The challenge would be to see 

how many you could sponsor by next year’s meeting with the progress being tracked on the IGS 

website. A T-shirt contest design was also discussed and will be coordinated by Ani and Jill. 

There were talks of replacing Kevin Suess (low attendance in recent years) for his Council 

position. Only two applications were received for the IGS Research Grant this year. 

 



 

IGA Report (Kostelnick) 

John Kostelnick gave a report on the Illinois Geographic Alliance. The online atlas is available 

for use for people who wish to use it. Big travelling map is also available- getting out to 

classrooms and also to get to other places- universities, the capital, etc. The map is ours from 

National Geographic. Kostelnick outlined several summer workshops coming up for teachers at 

universities. Kostelnick, Ealey, Sublett, and Judy Bock have had some conversations about the 

Bicentennial trying to work with them to develop lesson plans that can be implemented into 

schools. Kostelnick expressed his appreciation to Len for his work on all of that. There is talk of 

a potential teacher institute for the bicentennial and Kostelnick emphasized Len has been 

working on funding for that as well- which has been the big challenge for that initiative. The 

teacher institutes in summer of 2018 would include GIS, photography, teaching geography, etc. 

He also mentioned the national geo-educator certification program if anyone is interested in 

getting certified for that and provided the link. Social media has been launched on the IGA and 

Amy Bloom has been working on an IGA newsletter as well.  

Jill Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Smith. (passed 

unanimously) at 10:01p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Nick Goodwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 


