
Minutes of the 

2017 Illinois Geographical Society Business Meeting 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Davenport Hall 

April 29, 2017 

Call to Order and Welcome (Cornebise) 

President Michael Cornebise called the meeting to order at 11:33 AM and welcomed everyone 

Approval of Minutes from 2016 Business Meeting in Northfield (Cornebise) 

Minutes from the 2016 Business Meeting on April 30, 2016 were reviewed. President Cornebise 

requested for a motion to approve. (Kubal motioned, Masó seconded) Passed unanimously 

Executive Council Meeting Summary (Goodwin) 

Secretary Nick Goodwin ran through and summarized the motions passed at the 2017 Executive 

Council Meeting. 

Central Office Report (Sutton for Holderread) 

Vice-President Chris Sutton summarized the current number of memberships we currently have 

in the IGS. He talked about EBSCO and how it can spread the word about the Illinois 

Geographer to more people. Mike Sublett mentioned it is a work in progress at the present. 

Sutton also mentioned the card reader for future to be used at events as an alternative way to pay. 

Sutton also highlighted Susan Holderread is going to be working on maintenance of the IGS 

website. The website is the www.illinoisgeography.org (must have www at the beginning to get 

to the current website and not the old one). Sutton also highlighted the membership contest and 

for people to sponsor memberships for future members of the IGS. The Challenge to everyone is 

to sponsor a new member, Sutton’s challenge is to have 200 members in the year of the bi-

centennial by next year’s meeting. At 2018 meeting, the person(s) who have the most 

memberships sponsored will be recognized. Sutton highlighted ways of how you can sponsor the 

person through either going through the form online or downloading one. Sutton emphasizes he 

hopes to see both student and faculty increase in terms of membership. Sutton emphasized with 

the budget crisis in Illinois, and this is an opportunity and good time for people to get involved in 

the field of geography especially.  

Report from 2017 Annual Meeting Chair (Cornebise) 

Michael Cornebise reported that 75 people participated in the conference on way or another: 53 

were at banquet, 28 were on field trip, and 18 signed up for presentations. There were eight 

posters and nine paper presentations. Things ran a little bit behind on time on Saturday morning. 

He then reported about the current vice president vacancy on the IGS Executive Council. He 

reported that Ani Smith has agreed to be the Vice-President on the Executive Council. Chris 

Sutton will become President and Ani Smith will be the new Vice-President- both for 2 year 

terms. Motion to approve Chris Sutton as President and Ani Smith as Vice-President on the 



Executive Council by Masó, Bock seconded. (Passed unanimously) Chris Sutton 

acknowledged Cornebise’s work over the last few years and thanked him for his work during his 

time as president. 

Field Experiences Report (Kubal) 

Kubal reported they have been doing quarterly field trips and they had to cancel the winter field 

trip due to low attendance. Springfield trip will be on May 20th- it is an overnight train trip from 

Chicago area. Eighteen people are currently signed up. Spots are still available. Pre-meeting field 

trip attended by 4 of geomorphology of Champaign County. Cultural institution post field trip 

this afternoon is being attended by 6 people this afternoon. Field trip information for Springfield 

should be on the website. Sutton thanked Kubal for his work with Keith Yearman for organizing 

the field trips. Sutton said if there are other ideas talk with Joe. Sutton said if an individual 

interested in doing a field trip to let him know.  

Treasurer Report (Ealey) 

Len Ealey gave a report on the treasury report and its 3 accounts (checking, savings, money 

market). He emphasized last year’s budget had a net loss of 4400.00. There is missing revenue 

from the budget from the 2017 meeting that was decided to be held on to for the time being and 

is not listed in the current budget. Susan also got membership renewals out a little late, which are 

not showing in the budget either. There are also rumors that there could be funds for another 10 

lifetime memberships to be donated. Sutton acknowledged his appreciation to Len Ealey for all 

his work.  

Audit Report (Resutko) 

Resutko reported he met with Len earlier in the year. Emphasized he hasn’t received stuff from 

Susan yet. Resutko emphasized everything is looking fine with the budget. 

Illinois Geographer Report (Goodwin for Thomas) 

Nick Goodwin gave a report for Jill Thomas in-regards-to the Illinois Geographer (IG). Thomas 

appreciates all the work Joe Kubal did on the special cultural edition of the IG. She also says that 

he is planning another special attention for 2017-2018 on physical geography. Thomas also says 

that she and Mike Sublett will be creating a specification sheet for paper submission 

requirements and said it will be in the next issue and on the home page of the website. Thomas 

also said Chris Sutton will be creating a map series of text for the journal and it will be an on-

going feature. Lastly, Thomas said to look for profiles of IGS members in the journal spot-

lighting members and what they do or have done with geography in their career. Sutton thanked 

Thomas for all her work on the IG. He emphasized to let him know if you would like to 

contribute to the Illinois Geographer in some way or form (e.g.- map series, or article, etc.) He 

also mentioned to let colleagues know if they are interested in getting published as well. He 

emphasized Jill’s contact information is in the Illinois Geographer. 

 

 



IGA Report (Sutton for Kostelnick) 

Sutton gave a broad overview of state of things on the Illinois Geographic Alliance and talked 

about the traveling map. He talked about the kids enjoying the large traveling map. He also 

emphasized that the social media for IGA is on the rise as well.  

Invitation to the 2018 Meeting (Liles) 

Ty Liles gave an invitation to everyone to the 2018 Annual Meeting at Edwardsville/SIUE. He 

emphasized the bend in the Mississippi River along with cultural geography will be a theme 

following the similar time-format to previous years-meetings. The meeting will be co-hosted 

with Stacey Brown. There will also be post-field trips on Saturday and Sunday morning as well. 

2019 planned meeting location is Galena, 2020 in Robinson/Vincennes, Indiana, and 2021 in 

DeKalb. 

New Business 

Len Ealey clarified that the Geography Bee is a recurring donation. There is a scholarship 

application through ILGISA due July 31 Carmen Masó reported. Details are on their website. 

Sublett highlighted the research grant awards and emphasized that students can also apply. He 

also mentioned at times that if a winner can’t make it one year we can make the next year work 

for the winner. Norm Moline mentioned he would be interested in helping in planning for the 

Galena annual meeting in 2019. Resutko mentioned a future YouTube video of the power of 

maps- done by Chris Sutton in Macomb and in the Quad Cities also as part of distinguished 

geographer lecturer award should be on YouTube soon. 

Carmen Masó motioned to adjourn the meeting, Kubal seconded at 12:09 PM. (Passed 

Unanimously) 

Respectfully submitted, Nick Goodwin 

 


