
2019 IGS Post-Meeting Field Day Itinerary 

“Rambling Down U.S. 52” 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

Overview:  This Illinois Geographical Society- sponsored tour treks down U.S. 52 south of Dubuque to 

the quaint village of St. Donatus, Iowa.  The tour is self-pay for all meals, gas, parking fees, and 

admissions.  Parts of this tour are financially subsidized by the IGS 

 

Meeting Point:  Gather outside of IGS Business Meeting room in the Hotel Julien Dubuque, 200 Main 

Street, Dubuque, IA after the meeting on Saturday, April 27, 2019. 

Tour cost: Self-pay with funding support from IGS. 

Transportation: This family-friendly field day experience will be conducted through car caravan with 

some walking.    You will be responsible for your own gasoline costs, parking fees, and tolls. 

Itinerary 
1:30-2:40 p.m.  We will leave on our adventure for our first stop at The Mines of Spain State Recreation 
Area and the E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center, 8991 Bellevue Heights Rd, Dubuque, IA 52003, (563) 556-
0620  http://www.minesofspain.org/.  Julien Dubuque is credited as being the first European to settle on 
what is now Iowa soil in 1788. In 1796, Dubuque received a land grant from the Governor of Spain, who 
had resided in New Orleans at the time. The grant gave permission to Julien Dubuque to work the land 
which was owned by Spain and specified the 189-square mile area to be named as “Mines of Spain.” 
This mine is part of the famous lead mining district.  The nearby town of Galena, IL is named for the lead 
ore mined in the area.  We will hike down with Gerda Hartman, local historian, to the site of one of the 
early mines. 
 
2:40 – 4:10 p.m.  Our car caravan next continues down U.S. 52 to  the Our Lady of the Mississippi Abbey, 
8400 Abbey Hill Lane, Dubuque, IA 52003, (563) 582-2595, www.mississippiabbey.org  The nuns there 
are members of the branch of the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, commonly referred to 
as Trappistines. They are a part of the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  Cistercian 
monasteries traditionally support themselves through manual labor. At Mississippi Abbey the main 
source of income is the candy business they operate. Trappistine Creamy Caramels and their candy can 
be purchased on the web and at the on-site store.  We will have a short talk about the candy business 
from one of the sisters and sample some of the products made there. 
  
4:30-5:45 p.m.   Backtracking a short way north from the abbey, we drive to Crystal Lake Cave, 6684 

Crystal Lake Cave Drive, Dubuque, IA 52003, (563) 556-6451, https://www.cavetourdubuque.com/  to 

do a little spelunking.  Beside the familiar stalactites and stalagmites, here are found rare anthodites, 

radiating clusters of needlelike crystals. (Admission is $13.00 per person on your own.) 

6:00-7:00 p.m.   We then continuing south again on U.S. 52, entering the town of St. Donatus, a town 
settled by immigrants from Luxembourg, which we will explore after supper.  Our evening repast will 
take place at Kalmes Restaurant, 100 N Main St, Saint Donatus, IA 52071, (563) 773-2480, 

 

http://www.minesofspain.org/
https://www.google.com/search?rls=aso&client=gmail&q=our%20lady%20of%20the%20mississippi%20&authuser=0
http://www.mississippiabbey.org/
http://monasterycandy.com/
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN248x4936128&id=YN248x4936128&q=Crystal+Lake+Cave&name=Crystal+Lake+Cave&cp=42.4338798522949%7e-90.6211318969727&ppois=42.4338798522949_-90.6211318969727_Crystal+Lake+Cave&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN248x4936128&id=YN248x4936128&q=Crystal+Lake+Cave&name=Crystal+Lake+Cave&cp=42.4338798522949%7e-90.6211318969727&ppois=42.4338798522949_-90.6211318969727_Crystal+Lake+Cave&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.cavetourdubuque.com/
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x7544465546240016700&id=YN873x7544465546240016700&q=Kalmes+Restaurant&name=Kalmes+Restaurant&cp=42.3610687255859%7e-90.5393753051758&ppois=42.3610687255859_-90.5393753051758_Kalmes+Restaurant


https://kalmesrestaurant.com.  Supper choices include American standards and Luxembourger 

specialties such as ground steak, pork sausage and veal Weiner Schnitzel. (Supper on your own)  

7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Historian Gerda Hartman will lead a short tour around the town noting the architectural 

styles of many of the buildings which reflect their European roots.  We also may be able to glimpse 

inside St. Donatus Catholic Church if we are lucky.  The patron of the parish and the town is Saint 
Donatus of Muenstereifel, whose cultus is popular in Luxembourg and the Rhineland. 

 

From here, you may continue south to Bellevue, IA to cross the river to head back home or return to 

Dubuque overnight for additional exploration in the area. 

Reservations and contacts for Additional Information:  
 
Joe Kubal 
630-983-6159 (Home) 
Jdrk4715@aol.com 
 
 
Keith Yearman 
312-532-7645 (Cell) 
Yearman@cod.edu 
 

Note: Historical descriptions of sites have been abstracted from relevant Wikipedia entries. 

Reservations need to be made by Monday, April 1, 2019 

Itinerary Subject to Change 
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