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The Illinois Geographical Society cordially invites you to explore the Tri-State Driftless Area for 

its 80th Annual Meeting, April 25-28, 2019.  The meeting will be hosted at the historic Hotel 

Julien Dubuque in the heart of revitalized downtown Dubuque, Iowa. This family-friendly 

meeting features five field trips and the Friday banquet inside the National Mississippi River 

Museum and Aquarium. Join us in our exploration of this rich and varied landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 Meeting Organizer: Ani Thompson Smith 

 

 

 

 

 



Outline of Meeting Events 

Thursday, April 25th 

10:00-4:30 Pre-Meeting Illinois Driftless Area Field Trip [meeting at Apple River Canyon State 

Park and ending in Dubuque] 

4:30-8:00 Registration on 2nd floor in Lobby Atrium, Hotel Julien 

6:30-7:30 Executive Council Dinner, Hotel Julien 

7:30-10:00 Executive Council Meeting, Hotel Julien 

Friday, April 26th 

7:00-8:00 am Registration on 2nd floor in Lobby Atrium 

8:00-5:00 Field Trip [departs from and returns to Hotel Julien] 

3:00-5:00 Registration on 2nd floor in Lobby Atrium 

5:30-6:30 Registration shifts to National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium 

President’s Social Hour and Awards Banquet will be held at the National Mississippi River Museum 

and Aquarium [across street from the hotel; Mississippi River Center Campus West Building is open 

exclusively for our group to explore until 9:30] 

5:30-6:30 President’s Social Hour 

“Behind the Scenes” 10-minute tours of the Archives and Living Collections 

Departments  

6:30-9:30 Awards Banquet  

Guest Speaker: Paul Osman--Chief of Floodplain Programs at Illinois Office of Water 

Resources 

Saturday, April 27th 

80th Annual IGS Meeting-Hotel Julien Dubuque 

7:30-10:00 Registration on 2nd floor in Lobby Atrium 

8:00-11:20 Poster Presentations on 2nd floor in Lobby Atrium 

  Paper Sessions 

11:30-12:15 Annual IGS Business Meeting  

12:15-1:15 IGS Luncheon 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Norm Moline presenting “The Upper Mississippi on a Commercial 

Towboat.” 

1:30-8:00 Post-Meeting Field Trip: Rambling Down Route 52 

Sunday, April 28th 

7:30-9:30 am    Post-Meeting Field Trip--Experiencing St. Luke’s Methodist Church 

10:00-3:00      Post-Meeting Field Trip--Exploring Galena, Then and Now 



 

REGISTRATION: Registration form is included in this packet. All meeting 

participants, including paper and poster presenters, must register.  Mail 

registration form and check to Ani T. Smith, 1675 Seaton Lane, Elgin IL 60123.  

Checks payable to the Illinois Geographical Society.  Registration deadline is April 

10th so planning can be done for field trips, meals, and presentations. 

 

MEETING HOTEL: The historic Hotel Julien Dubuque will be home to the 2019 

annual meeting, including field trip origin/termination, food functions, and 

sleeping accommodations.  The hotel is in the heart of downtown Dubuque and 

has occupied the same site since 1839.  Several famous people have passed 

through its doors including Abraham Lincoln in 1859, as well as “Buffalo Bill” 

Cody, and Mark Twain.  There is also historical evidence that at one time, Al 

Capone took over the entire 8th floor and may have actually owned the hotel. It 

has undergone several renovations; the latest was a $33 million complete interior 

remodel.  The hotel features the wonderful Potosa Spa, an indoor pool, onsite 

restaurant, free Wi-Fi, free parking, and all the amenities you can expect from a 

luxury boutique hotel.  See the website for further details: 

www.hoteljuliendubuque.com.  We have a special rate of $109.00 a night.  Please 

mention that you are part of the Illinois Geographical Society when making your 

reservations by calling 563.556.4200 or 800.798.7098.  

Reservations must be made by March 25, 2019 to secure the group rate. 

 

FIELD TRIPS: We are pleased to offer a variety of field trips that will give a 

thorough flavor of the Driftless Area. Pre-Registration for the trips is needed, so 

please check the appropriate boxes on the meeting registration form adding in 

any associated costs to your registration totals. 

 
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2019 Pre-Meeting Field Trip (Pre-Registration required) 
Title: The Illinois Driftless Area 

Leader: Daryl Watson, geographer and historian 
Meeting Point: Apple River Canyon State Park 
Length: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Mode: Car caravan  
Cost: $20 (with funding support from IGS) + Lunch (on your own) + other personal expenses 
Summary:  This physical geography trip will explore the geomorphology and landscape features of the 

Driftless area of northwestern Illinois.  Full Itinerary:  See website 

 
 

 



Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 Annual Meeting Field Trip (Pre-Registration required) 
Title: A Driftless Adventure: Geographic Aspects of the Tri-State Region 
Leaders: Norm Moline, Ani Smith, various local experts 

Meeting Point: Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Mode: Motor Coach 
Cost (including lunch): $40.00 

Summary:  This trip will take-in several sites of geographic interest in northwestern Illinois, southwestern 

Wisconsin and northeastern Iowa.  Proposed stops will be made at Dunleith Indian Mounds (Hopewell 

period), Sinsinawa Mounds Center (visiting the Dominican abbey's museum and bakery), Bee Creek (an 

exemplary urban watershed "daylighting" storm water project in Dubuque), the Dubuque Millworking 

National Register Historic District  (a wonderful renovation of  a multi-block former lumber and 

millworking manufacturing area), the Shot Tower (one of the few remaining lead shot towers in the 

U.S.),  Dubuque's scenic urban waterfront trail, the Fenelon Elevator (the steepest and shortest cable 

way in the U.S.), Trappist Caskets (handcrafted from trees in this area by the monks of the Cistercian 

order at New Melleray Monastery), all while viewing the unique landscape of the Driftless area 

throughout the day's journey, hearing about the Silos and Smokestacks National Heritage Area in 

northeast Iowa (a unique affiliated area of the National Park Service) and even going over the local 

occurrence of the Niagara Escarpment. Note: Itinerary subject to change.  Full itinerary:  In 

development; will be published to meeting website when available 

 

Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019 Post-Meeting Field Trip (Pre-registration required) 
Title: Rambling Down Route 52 
Leader: Gerda Hartman, local historian 

Meeting Point: Hotel Julien Dubuque 
Length: 1:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Mode: Car Caravan 

Cost: Most costs subsidized by the IGS. Crystal Cave admission is $13.00 + dinner (on your 
own) + any other personal expenses  
Summary: This broad-ranging field trip will look at several sites along the western bank of the 

Mississippi River south of Dubuque.  Full Itinerary: See website 

 
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019 Special Post-Meeting Program (Pre-registration required) 

Title: Experiencing St. Luke's Methodist Church 
Leader: Members of the St. Luke's Congregation 
Meeting Point: St. Luke's Methodist Church 

Length: 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
Mode: Lecture 

Cost: $10 suggested donation at the church 
Summary: This special religious geography program will focus on the history of Methodism and the 
history of the church with its magnificent Tiffany glass windows. 

 
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019 (Pre-registration required) 
Title: Exploring Galena, Then and Now 

Leader: Daryl Watson, geographer and historian 
Meeting Point: Downtown Galena 
Length: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Mode: Walking Tour 
Cost: $20 (with funding support from IGS) + Lunch (on your own) + other personal expenses3 
Summary:  This historical geography tour will instill in the participants the importance of Galena in the 

past and present. (The Galena Scout Jamboree will have concluded by this time.) 



 
FRIDAY PRESIDENT’S SOCIAL HOUR: The National Mississippi River Museum and 

Aquarium is a short 7-minute walk from the Hotel Julien, or you may choose to 
drive there and parking is free.  The museum closes to the public on Friday at 
5:00 and then reopens at 5:30 exclusively for our group. The social hour will start 

promptly at 5:30. While inside, we will have full access to the exhibits in the West 
Building.  During this hour, there will be concurrent “behind-the-scenes” tours of 

both the Archives and the Living Collections sections of the museum that are 
usually off limits to the general public.  About 10 people can go on tour at once 
due to space constraints. A sign-up sheet will be available on-site for the tours.  

The tours will last about 10 minutes each and if you time it correctly, you may be 
able to do both tours. Tours will end at 6:30. Admission to the museum is 

included in the banquet price. 
 
FRIDAY AWARDS BANQUET: The banquet will be situated in front of a floor-to-

ceiling satellite map of the Mississippi River. Our special guest speaker, Paul 

Osman, Chief of Floodplain Programs at Illinois Office of Water Resources, is an 

entertaining and engaging speaker, eager to share his expertise. The banquet 

meal will be buffet style. Awards and such will proceed as usual through the 

evening.  I have contracted an extra hour for the evening so we have the museum 

to ourselves after the awards ceremonies, until 9:30 when we must promptly 

vacate. 

SATURDAY MORNING POSTER/PAPER SESSIONS: Posters will be on display 

ringing the second-floor upper atrium of the Hotel Julien throughout the morning.  

From 8 to 9 a.m., poster presenters will be attending their posters to answer 

questions and present their research.  There will be easels available for the 

posters and that will necessitate the posters having a firm backing.  

Paper sessions will take place in various meeting rooms on the first and second 

floors of the hotel from 9:00 to 11:20. The final program available at the meeting 

will detail room assignments. Paper presentations will be 15 minutes in length 

with a 5-minute Q&A time. Presenters must bring their presentations on a laptop 

and a flash drive. There will be projectors and screens provided as well as tech 

support.  IGS Research Scholar awardees will receive prominent program 

placement and acknowledgement. If you wish to present a paper or a poster, (1) 

register for the meeting by printing, completing, and mailing the registration form 

and check to Ani T. Smith, 1675 Seaton Lane, Elgin IL 60123. (2) Print and fill out 

the Call for Papers or Call for Posters and return that to Dr. Michael D. Sublett; 

Geography, Geology, and the Environment; Campus Box 4400; Illinois State 

University; Normal IL, 61790-4400 or contact Dr. Sublett at mdsuble@ilstu.edu. 

Deadline for poster and paper submissions is April 10, 2019. 

 



 

SATURDAY IGS BUSINESS MEETING: 11:30-12:15 or immediately following the 

papers and posters. Reports, discussion, and election of officers will be open to 

members and others interested in the proceedings. 

 

SATURDAY LUNCHEON AND GUEST SPEAKER-12:15-1:15 Dr. Norm Moline 

will be presenting “The Upper Mississippi on a Commercial Towboat.”  In 2013 

Norm and Janet Moline were privileged to travel from Rock Island to St. Louis on 

Marquette Transportation Company’s City of Cassville towboat. During that four-

day journey they saw many river scenes and, as the only guests, experienced the 

daily life of the crew. Through his description of that trip, prefaced by some 

comments on the river between Dubuque and Rock Island, he will broaden our 

understanding of this middle section of the Upper Mississippi that forms our 

state’s western boundary. 

 

PERSONAL NOTE: As coordinator of this year’s meeting, my goal is to really 

make it a family-friendly mini-vacation for our members and friends.  You will find 

the vicinity around the Hotel Julien to be full of interesting restaurants and shops.  

Across from the hotel is the Grand Harbor Waterpark and the Diamond Jo Casino. 

There is something for everyone, including FIVE field trips.  Some of our best 

family memories have been made on IGS field trips. So spread the word and 

invite your friends and family to enjoy an adventure in the Driftless Area!  See you 

in Dubuque! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


