
Minutes of the 

 2018 Illinois Geographical Society Business Meeting 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Alumni Hall 

 April 28, 2018 

Call to order and Welcome (Sutton) 

President Chris Sutton called the meeting to order at 1:25 PM 

Approval of Minutes from 2017 Meeting in Champaign-Urbana (Sutton) 

Minutes from the 2017 Business Meeting in Champaign-Urbana were reviewed. Sutton asked 

for a motion to approve the minutes from the 2017 Business Meeting. (Cornebise motioned, 

Noel Stirrat seconded). (Passed unanimously) 

Executive Council Meeting Summary (Goodwin) 

Secretary Nick Goodwin gave a summary of the motions passed at the Exec Council meeting on 

April 26, 2018. 

Central Office Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread gave a report on the Central Office. Membership numbers are down. A 

number of gift memberships have been received as Chris Sutton challenged people to do this. 

Western sponsored six gift memberships (Chris Sutton sponsored five of those). No research 

award grants were given out this year. Holderread announced she is stepping down from her role 

as director of central office. Sutton thanked her for all her work over years as Central Office 

Director. Norm Moline asked if we received any research grant applications and was curious as 

to why there were none. Brown-Amilian asked if board members are excluded from doing 

research grants. The answer to that was no. 

Field Experiences Report (Kubal)   

Joe Kubal announced he has 10 field trips planned for this year. May 19th will feature a day at 

Pullman National Monument and June 17th will feature a field trip in Dekalb County. A lot of 

these trips are being co-sponsored with the Geographic Society of Chicago (GSC). The last field 

day was on March 15th of the Jewish neighborhoods of Chicago. He expressed his appreciation 

for Susan for keeping the field days updated on the website. Norm Moline expressed the need to 

communicate with local people so that they know about when the field trip will be in their local 

area. Kubal mentioned GSC and College of DuPage and other people have been primary 

participants in the field trip and not many from IGS have participated. Carmen Masó mentioned 

that sending information about field days to university geography clubs would be a helpful way 

to promote the field experiences. Brown-Amilian emphasized she will take on that challenge to 

send out information. Ty Liles emphasized about having a field trip(s) each year at certain times 

to pin on your calendar to give people more options for field trip and so they can have the date 

pinned down plenty of time in advance. Judy Bock emphasized GSC working with IGS on the 



field experiences to be a positive experience. Brown-Amilian suggested doing a survey of what 

the preferred method is of receiving something in the mail or via email in regards to the field 

experiences. Sutton emphasized that can be something for new central office director to look 

into. 

Treasurer Report (Holderread for Ealey) 

Susan Holderread gave a report for Len Ealey. She noted we are on a downward trend in 

revenue. She noted that decline being from meetings in northern part of the states (expensive 

hotels, more expensive transportation for field trip), as well as the color sections for the Illinois 

Geographer contributed to this. Ordering checks and toner ink costs in the office were also cited 

as reasons as why revenue has gone down. Sutton noted we had a few more student awards this 

year than usual and none on the research grants for this year. Sutton emphasized Len has done a 

good job with the treasury and emphasizes that a lot of the work he does is behind the scenes. 

Audit Report (Resutko) 

Larry Resutko reported he met on March 10, 2018 with Len and Mary Ann Hanlin. He noted 

there is already money down towards the aquarium (banquet location) for next year’s meeting in 

Dubuque. Resutko emphasized Len is very good at keeping track of everything and is organized. 

Illinois Geographer Report (Holderread for Thomas)  

Holderread reported for Jill Thomas that the next two issues of the Illinois Geographer (IG) are 

focusing on Physical Geography and Cartography and wanted to thank Joe for all his work 

towards the IG. Thomas noted that printing the IG in color would be costly. Brown-Amilian 

suggested that digital could go to all-color, while hard copy could go to black and white. Sutton 

expressed his appreciation to Joe for his continued efforts to the Illinois Geographer. Norm 

Moline emphasized we express appreciation to Keith Sculle for coming to meeting every year. 

He is still doing reviews for the Illinois Geographer. Chris Sutton recommended he be a 

potential member profile in a future IG issue. 

Illinois Geographic Alliance Report (Smith for Kostelnick) 

Smith provided a report on the Illinois Geographic Alliance (IGA) for John Kostelnick. She 

outlined the new direction in which National Geographic is moving in with the new regional 

sites across the state. IGA is seeking return of the State's original contribution to the endowment 

($500,000) in 2001, plus interest, to continue operations. A letter has been sent by the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education to National Geographic to request return of the funds. IGA is waiting 

to hear National Geographic's response to the letter. If no funds are returned to the state, then the 

IGA cannot maintain current operations. If funds are returned, IGA will continue operations at a 

ramped down level from current operations since less than half the current operations budget will 

be available. The Bicentennial is this year and they may be in need of some help with lots of 

events going on this summer. Sutton reported on the Geography Bee once again and emphasized 

last year’s runner-up was this year’s winner and he emphasized that he will go to the National 

Geography Bee. He emphasized that it is a really neat event to get involved in if you have not 

been previously involved. 



Report from 2018 Annual Meeting Chair (Brown-Amilian/Liles) 

Stacey Brown-Amilian reported she was very pleased with how meeting went. 70 registrants, 

The last two sessions on Saturday featured 39 total attendees. She also mentioned the grant she 

received for funding for the Annual Meeting. Catering for the banquet and food on Saturday was 

covered through the grant she received. The remaining cost that will have to be paid after all the 

grant will be very low thanks to the grant. Ty Liles reported 30 attended the Friday field trip, 

eight will be attending the Saturday afternoons field trip, and six for the Sunday morning field 

trip. He emphasized he left a 25 dollar donation at each spot stopped on the field trip and 

emphasized that will be reflected in the final report. Norm Moline mentioned he wasn’t aware 

about times and dates of the meeting and thought communication was poor. He admits he was 

probably one of the few in that category. Talks were had about doing a save the date post it note 

in order so people knew when to expect the meeting and field trip times, etc. 

Invitation to the 2019 Meeting (Smith) 

Ani Smith provided a preview for the 2019 Annual Meeting to be held in “A View from another 

backyard” in Dubuque, IA, next year. Date for the meeting is April 25 through April 28, 2019. 

Galena was cancelled due to Boy Scouts being around for a pilgrimage to Galena. Joe is already 

in the process of working on the field trip for Saturday and Keith Sculle for Friday. She already 

has people helping her with preparations for the meeting. Jill is going to do programs similar to 

the Metropolis meeting. Ani appreciates all the help she has received in preparing for next year. 

Discussion was had about whether or not projectors were available at the hotel. Norm Moline is 

going to serve as the Saturday luncheon speaker. 2020 location is Vincennes/Robinson and 2021 

is set to be in the Chicago area. Masó emphasized that GSC would be good to partner with for 

that meeting. 

New Business 

Secretary- Nick Goodwin has opted to continue to stay on as secretary 

Central Office Director- motion for nomination for Carmen Masó for Central Office Director 

and Nick Goodwin for Secretary. (Smith motioned, Kubal seconded) (Passed unanimously) 

Secondary member- Holderread was appointed as secondary representative replacing Kevin 

Seuss by President Sutton. 

Chris Sutton continued to challenge everyone to sponsor people for membership for the IGS. 

Brown-Amilian thanked everyone for their help with the meeting and expressed her enjoyment 

in the short time she has been involved with IGS. 

Membership dues (Sutton opened up for discussion) were discussed. The dues are currently 10 

for student, 15 for retiree, 25 for regular, contributing for 50, and 250 for life membership. Talks 

occurred about altering costs of membership. Talks included the possibility of altering dues to: 

20 for student and 20 for retiree for increases. The IGS has been losing money for postage costs 

of the Illinois Geographer and printing of it as well, as well as meeting costs (pricier meetings up 

in northern part of state for example) are primary reasons we have lost money recently. 20 



dollars for students, 25 dollars for retiree, 40 dollars for regular, 100 dollars for 

contributing (businesses), and 400 dollars for life membership. Sutton asked for motion to 

approve alter in changes of membership fees. (Moline motioned, Brown-Amilian seconded). 

(Passed unanimously) July 1 was suggested as a date of when to put changes into effect. Sutton 

recognized Susan and thanked her for years of service, as well as Nick Goodwin in agreeing to 

stay on as secretary. He also thanked Stacey and Ty for all their efforts in planning the 2018 

Annual Meeting. 

President Sutton asked for Motion to adjourn the business meeting, (proclamation and 

acclamation given by Sutton)  

2:58 PM adjourned  

Respectfully submitted, Nick Goodwin 

 

 

 

 


