
Minutes of the  

2018 Illinois Geographical Society Executive Council Meeting 

Holiday Inn, Edwardsville, Illinois 

April 26, 2018 

Meeting was called to order at 7:22 PM by President Chris Sutton.  

Members present: Mike Cornebise, Ty Liles, Joe Kubal, Ani Smith, Susan Holderread, Carmen 

Masó, Chris Sutton, Len Ealey, Stacey Brown-Amilian, John Kostelnick, Jill Thomas, and Nick 

Goodwin. 

Guest present: Noel Stirrat 

Approval of Minutes from previous Executive Council Meeting: Minutes from the Executive 

Council Meeting of April 27, 2017, in Champaign-Urbana were reviewed. Sutton requested to 

have minutes from the 2017 IGS Executive Council Meeting approved- Cornebise moved, 

Holderread seconded. (Passed Unanimously) 

2017 Annual Meeting Final Report (Cornebise) 

Mike Cornebise provided a handout summarizing the 2017 Annual Meeting held in Champaign-

Urbana. He emphasized that several award winners were in attendance. He felt the field trip was 

lower in attendance. He felt the morning portion of the field trip went well, while the afternoon 

encountered rainy conditions. He noted the donations helped pull us through the meeting and that 

the IGS broke even. He also emphasized the lunch on the Friday field trip was a little higher than 

usual. President Sutton commented on a job well done by Cornebise in organizing the meeting. 

He also mentioned the U of I personnel gave the meeting high remarks as well. Ealey moved to 

approve the report, Thomas seconded. (Passed unanimously) Ealey noted that conferences up 

north we tend to lose a bit of money, whereas conferences downstate tend to break even. General 

discussion followed about the costs of attending the meeting. Discussion centered around if 

people thought the price to attend the Annual Meeting is a decent cost. Nick Goodwin noted that 

the similar GIS Conference, that he attends in Indiana, is much pricier and thought the price for 

IGS was very reasonable. It was also noted that lodging tends to run at a higher rate in the more 

northern part of Illinois. 

2018 Annual Meeting Report (Liles, Brown-Amilian) 

Stacey Brown-Amilian reported that there was a $3,400 dollar grant received for the Annual 

Meeting. This helped to cover student costs and registration towards the conference as well as 

food for the banquet and for the Saturday luncheon. She was very appreciative of the help. She 

reported 8 students are attending from Lincoln Land Community College and 24 students are 

attending the conference in total. Totals for the 2018 Annual Meeting are as follows: 66 total 

attendees, 13 papers- broken into four sessions (two sessions will have four papers), and eight 

poster sessions (two faculty, six students).  One paper presentation will feature five grad students 

presenting. There is one presentation from Northern Illinois and one presentation from Western 



Illinois. One student of Brown-Amilian is presenting for her graduation requirement. Ty Liles 

organized field trip portion of the meeting. He mentioned the field trip is a combination of 

cultural, human, and physical geography. The field trip will depart at 8 AM from the hotel lobby. 

The Saturday afternoon field trip is Urban Geography themed to Forest Park and a walking tour 

of the Hill. The Sunday field trip is an emphasis on the confluence of the Mississippi River. A 

total of 29 are attending the Friday field trip and the transportation is by bus. Parking is free for 

the banquet and it was mentioned to note where parking is located. Sutton asked for a motion 

to approve the 2018 Annual Meeting Report.  Holderread moved to approve the 2018 report, 

Masó seconded. (Passed unanimously) 

2019 Annual Meeting Discussion (Smith) 

Ani Smith discussed the 2019 meeting plans for Galena. She noted that Galena has 5,000 Boy 

Scouts coming through the weekend of the meeting for a US Grant Pilgrimage to Galena, so the 

decision was made to move the meeting to Dubuque, IA. She noted the accommodations will be 

at Hotel Jullien Dubuque. Joe Kubal and Keith Yearman are already looking into the field trips. 

Keith will be doing the Friday field trip and Joe will be doing the field trip on Saturday. The 

banquet is going to be at the National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium across the street 

from the hotel. Brown-Amilian mentioned she has a friend in mind who could be the keynote 

speaker. Holderread mentioned that Norm Moline has lots of ideas in regards to potential field 

trips in that area as well. Smith also mentioned that there are some behind the scenes features at 

the museum that will be available during the meeting as well. Sutton mentioned that Northern 

Iowa might be a good university to reach out to as well as a couple of local universities in 

Dubuque as well. Joe Kubal is looking into Mines of Spain and doing a walk there for the 

Saturday field trip. He is also thinking about doing the Luxembourger village, and also Crystal 

Cave was mentioned as well for a spelunking village. He also mentioned some nearby 

monasteries that make caramels as a potential option. John Kostelnick noted he had some 

colleagues at Northern Iowa as well he could contact. 

2020 meeting discussion 

Len Ealey discussed the 2020 meeting in either Robinson, IL, or Vincennes, IN. He emphasized 

the field trips would take different routes depending on which site we picked. Nick Goodwin is 

going to also assist in organizing the 2020 meeting. Ealey mentioned the Robinson oil refinery 

and also the Heath Bar. Oblong has Illinois Oil Field Museum. The Wabash Cannonball Bridge 

was also mentioned as another options. Ealey noted there are several options for stops in Illinois. 

Palestine, IL, is the oldest town in the state and could be a potential stop. Casey, IL, was also 

mentioned. He said there is about a difference of 20 dollars in the two proposed hotels. There 

was talks about trying to connect with geographers in Indiana for the meeting. There were also 

talks of connecting with some representatives from ILGISA, members with the Indiana 

Southwest GIS Users group, and other relevant contacts in Indiana. Chris Sutton specifically 

emphasized he would like to get some ILGISA people involved with the meeting as well. Nick 

Goodwin has made some connections with people who he might be able to talk with about 

possibly speaking at the meeting. He also pointed out that Vincennes would be an option to use 



as the university for the paper session. Ealey agreed but thought it might be wise to keep the 

meeting in Illinois as well. 

Community College Student Awards (Liles)  

Ty Liles emphasized there is the one Charles Womack award. Three of the five award winners 

will be present at the meeting and are from Lincoln Land Community College. 

Four Year College Awards (Brown-Amilian) 

There are two Four Year College Award winners. Brown-Amilian recommended giving a brief 

biography of the two award winners, who were able to attend, prior to presenting awards. She 

recommended this since there were only two award winners that were able to be in attendance to 

receive their awards. Brown-Amilian talked about one of the SIUE students receiving the award. 

She stated he formerly worked for Granite City Steel and returned to SIUE (19 years after he 

originally started at SIUE) and became a geographer and got an internship. She stated he would 

be soon graduating. Brown-Amilan emphasized that she wants to try to get University of 

Chicago involved more in terms of the awards. She talked about giving them further notice so 

they can be able to make the meeting and also get award nominations sent in on time. Ty Liles 

emphasized that the IGS Annual Meeting is usually around the same time of year and also said 

that professors should not wait around on the nominations. He also stated they should start on the 

nomination process sooner rather than later. Brown-Amilian also mentioned she was a little bit 

bummed about hearing little from Champaign-Urbana at this year’s meeting. 

Illinois Geographer Report (Thomas) 

Thomas noted she is working on the next issue of the Illinois Geographer (IG) and expressed 

thanks to Joe Kubal for his continued efforts towards the IG. Topics to come in the next couple 

of issues include Physical Geography and Cartography. She is hoping in the future to have all of 

the photographs in the IG to be in color. She emphasized that Len Hodgman was very 

appreciative of the thank you note in the most recent copy of the IG. She mentioned that the 

meeting minutes and award winners will be in the Illinois Geographer as well. Sutton suggested 

about doing something with a member profile in the Illinois Geographer as well. He emphasized 

we could start with some of the people who have been involved with the IGS society. Noel 

Stirrat emphasized the military has interest in geography and that that would be something that 

could be incorporated into the IG. Susan Holderread emphasized that the IG being accessed via 

EBSCO have been very high and the IGS should be proud of how much viewership it has 

received. She also mentioned she has statistics on how much viewership it has received. 

Holderread mentioned if anyone has any skills with Microsoft Excel they could use it to try to 

make sense of the statistics and display it. Thomas once again expressed her appreciation to 

Kubal for all his work. 

 

 

 



Illinois Geographic Alliance Report (Kostelnick) 

John Kostelnick gave an update on the Illinois Geographic Alliance (IGA). He described the year 

as being interesting, with both good and bad things. National Geographic has a national 

initiative- all around the country. This year the focus is Geo-Inquiry workshops aimed toward 

middle school educators. IGA is hosting 2 day workshops through the program called geo-

inquiry. Geo-Inquiry focuses on 5 aspects: ask, collect, visualize, create, and act. He ran through 

the dates of workshops this summer that IGA is doing. He emphasized that if you know middle 

school educators to let them know about it. He also talked about a Geo-Inquiry workshop offered 

by the Geographic Educators Network of Indiana in Vincennes that is open to Illinois teachers as 

well. Kostelnick also talked about the Illinois Bicentennial and described maps that are being 

added to the atlas to focus on the Bicentnennial-- maps ranging from population change to 

boundaries (these are interactive maps); another map is focusing on land coverage showing 

prairie vegetation and comparing it to today as opposed to 200 years ago. The Bicentennial maps 

for the online atlas are set to be complete this summer. He also talked about radio spots as well 

tied to Illinois geography/history and that also is a work in progress. He is working with some 

different contacts for that. He also discussed a one day Bicentennial-themed workshop for 

elementary teachers dealing with primary sources from the Library of Congress (including 

historic maps, documents, and photographs for example dealing with the State of Illinois and its 

history). Dates are still pending for this as well. They are hoping to do a workshop for this in the 

summer as well as the fall.    

The really interesting part is that National Geographic has unrolled a whole new national 

geographic education strategy that Kostelnick outlined. IGA funding currently comes from a 

grant from an endowment. IGA writes up the grant and it is approved by National Geographic 

each year (old method). Beginning next year, National Geographic is breaking the state into six 

regions and the Regional Director of each region will decide how the money is dispersed. IGA is 

seeking return of the State's original contribution to the endowment ($500,000) in 2001, plus 

interest, to continue operations. A letter has been sent by the Illinois Board of Higher Education 

to National Geographic to request return of the funds. IGA is waiting to hear National 

Geographic's response to the letter. If no funds are returned to the state, then the IGA cannot 

maintain current operations. If funds are returned, IGA will continue operations at a ramped 

down level from current operations since less than half the current operations budget will be 

available. Chris Sutton emphasized his appreciation to John Kostelnick for all his work with the 

IGA.  

Treasurer Report (Ealey)  
 

Len Ealey gave a report on the Treasury of the IGS. Len started the bar graph worksheet back in 

2005. He noted we are in a four-year decline and noted were at $24,490.30. He noted the 

differences between this year. He noted we had more award winners this year. Len also noted he 

had to buy checks for the first times since 2005. Donations as opposed to last year are down a 

little bit, but membership gifts are up. He outlined the three accounts being the certificate, 

savings, and checking. He broke down the items by expenses on a pie chart. Construction CEF 

Credit Union is the current bank, Chase was a struggle to work Ealey stated. He noted Len 

Hodgman would like to donate 2500.00 for lifetime membership. His previous donations would 



take the IGS us up to 2023, and with this additional donation it will take the IGS through 2033. 

Don Tolen’s wife, Phyllis, is talking about making a donation in his honor or a potential award 

named after him. The board discussed possible ideas about this. Jill Thomas noted the possibility 

about a Geographer Educator award K-12, as there is currently no award category in that area. 

Ealey emphasized that membership is able to be done online now. Holderread noted that 

registering for membership online in the future would be a convenient way to do things. Ealey 

also thanked Holderread for her detailed reports regarding the membership. Brown-Amilian 

proposed the idea if there is a way of looking at the membership trends over the year and how it 

is broken down (e.g., teachers, students, etc.) Ealey mentioned a possible idea of increasing the 

Friday field trip or membership fees by 5 dollars if the overall revenue trend continues to 

decline. This would likely be something to be considered more seriously in two years if our 

revenue still continues to decrease. Thomas noted that using a ton of colors in the Illinois 

Geographer becomes pricy. 

 

Audit Committee Report (Holderread) 

On March 10, 2018, Larry Resutko and Marry Ann Hanlin met with Len Ealey and found the 

IGS financial records to be in order and an organized state.  

Field Day Report (Kubal) 

Kubal noted he was putting together 10 field trips for the bicentennial. The Oak Park field trip 

was cancelled. He mentioned a Jewish field trip in Chicago took place and 30 plus people 

showed up for. In the lines that follow are a few of the future proposed field trips Joe is planning. 

He talked about a June field trip in Dekalb. On July 22nd- Ray Wieggers is doing downtown 

geological architectural tour. In September he is looking into the Indiana sand dunes; for October 

he is looking into Lincoln Land. For New Years he is looking into Prairie Du Rocher involving 

Christmas caroling. Kubal also noted he is working with the Geographic Society of Chicago 

(GSC) on the field trips. Kubal is not having to deal as much with the financial portion 

concerning the field trips. Sutton noted that a stack of papers noting the field days should be 

available at the Annual Meeting so people are aware of them going on. 

Central Office Report (Holderread) 

Susan Holderread gave a report on membership. She reported membership is currently down. 

Last year we were at 45 regular members, this year were at 43. Institutional members have 

dipped from 20 to 10. Students membership is up from 2 to 15. There are 66 lifetime 

memberships. She expects we have seen a dip in revenue with some people reaching retirement 

age and being less involved. Last year we were challenged to sponsor other members for a year 

membership. Western won the challenge with 6 memberships. Chris Sutton won the challenge 

with sponsoring five memberships, one being a life membership. Mike Sublett sponsored three, 

Larry Resutko sponsored one, and Nick Goodwin sponsored one. Sutton continues to challenge 

his colleagues to consider sponsoring more annual memberships. Holderread talked about the 

research grant. The committee declined to award one application that was geology based. 

Because of that there were no research grants awarded this year. Holderread was curious on how 

to better publicize the request for proposals for the research grants. Brown-Amilian suggested 



making a flyer for departments to publicize. Things to consider are when the deadline is for 

research grants. Another option to consider was: does the award winner have to present at the 

current meeting or could they do an alternative meeting to present if possible? Susan thanked 

everyone for working with her over the years and that she has enjoyed her time as Central Office 

Director. Len Ealey noted that Susan has made his job as treasurer much easier. 

Old business 

Ani Smith and Jill Thomas are going to try do t-shirts as well and see where that goes. Thomas 

advised against the idea of a logo contest as it never had much success in the past. 

Other business 

Chris Sutton talked about the Geography Bee that was held at Illinois State University. He said 

that ISU is a good place to host the bee. He encouraged people who have an interest in the Bee to 

get involved. Mike Middleton, coordinator of the Geography Bee, who teaches at Centralia, 

Sutton emphasized would be a good person to get involved with the IGS. Masó noted that the 

college students at ISU enjoy working the Geography Bee. There is a 500 dollar recurring 

donation for the Geography Bee from the IGS. The Bee is looking to be held at ISU again next 

year.  

New business 

Current Vacancies on the Executive Council include: Secretary, Central Office Director, and the 

Secondary Member. These openings were discussed. Holderread reported that Masó had interest 

in taking the position of Central Office Director. Cornebise motioned to open nominations for 

Central Office Director, Brown-Amilan seconded.  Holderread motioned to nominate 

Carmen Masó as Central Office Director, seconded by Ealey. Thomas motioned to close 

nominations, seconded by Ealey. (Passed unanimously) 

Secretary- Brown-Amilan motioned to open nominations for secretary, seconded by Ealey. 

Cornebise motioned to nominate Nick Goodwin as secretary, seconded by Smith. Thomas 

motioned to close nominations, Masó seconded. (Passed unanimously)  

Secondary member- Susan Holderread was appointed as the secondary member.  

Teacher eds: alternative licenses. Passed in favor 111-0 yesterday. Jill Thomas challenged 

members to think of it.  

Sutton asked for Motion to adjourn the meeting, Brown-Amilian motioned, Kubal seconded. 

(Passed unanimously) 

Adjourned at 10:06 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Nick Goodwin 

  

 



 


