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! I proposed three tasks in my application for the IGS Research Scholar award and I 
completed each of these tasks during the spring and early summer before presenting my 
preliminary research at the IGS meeting in Metropolis.  My overall goal was to compare the 
neighborhood context (both quantitative from census data and qualitative from a landscape 
observation perspective) 25 casinos in Illinois that might be considered “locals” or 
“neighborhood” casinos and compare that to such properties in Las Vegas, where the 
neighborhood casinos was invented and continues to flourish.  !
1) My first task was to use GIS to extract a demographic profile of neighborhoods surrounding 

casinos in both Las Vegas and Illinois cities and then perform a spatial analysis comparing 
the socioeconomics of the neighborhoods in each group. I used 2012 American Community 
Survey data to extract basic population and housing counts for racial and ethnic breakdown, 
income, households receiving public assistance, households receiving retirement income, 
occupied vs. vacant housing counts, rental vs. owner-occupied housing counts, median 
home income of owner-occupied housing, and families/households above and below the 
poverty level.  I performed this analysis at 1, 5, 10, and 20 mile distance from each of 25 
casinos in or bordering Illinois.  I am still working on digesting all of this information, but 
initial analysis shows interesting patterns regarding gaming market similarities and 
differences between Illinois and Las Vegas. !

2) In my second task, I used amenity data available in the Casino City database and on 
individual casino websites to explore patterns and relationships between types of 
entertainment offered at casinos and their neighborhoods.  I built a comprehensive table 
showing such amenities.  I found that only a handful of Illinois casinos offer more than basic 
gaming and concert/convention entertainment venues, but there seems to be a growing 
trend in some locals for marketing to a broader audience than just the gambler.  !

3) Finally, I used the majority of funds form IGS to complete the final task in my proposal, which 
was to visit each of the casino sites to determine, first-hand, the neighborhood context of 
casinos in the state.  I have completed this task and have visited and photographed all 25 of 
the casinos within and around the borders of Illinois.  !

Although I presented a number of aspects of this research in my talk at the Metropolis meeting, I 
see much potential in the work I have completed for future publication and presentation.  The 
meeting itself and some of the comments made after my talk were particularly helpful for me 
and I look forward to building on the work I have done to this point.  I thank the IGS awards 
committee for the opportunity do this research.  


